Reading Activities
Guided by key Teaching at the Right Level (TaRL) principles, Pratham has created a number of
engaging, fun games and activities over the years. This page attempts to show just a few of the
activities that are used in TaRL classrooms. Notice how activities incorporate the main TaRL principles:
in particular, see how reading, writing, speaking, and listening are incorporated into most activities and
how children’s engagement and active participation is centred.
TaRL implementers can create their own activities based on TaRL principles or tweak activities and
materials to suit their own contexts when needed. Please also note that, before implementing TaRL, it
is important to understand the holistic TaRL approach, rather than a few pieces of the approach and
to engage with further process support from the TaRL Community before launching a TaRL
programme.

1. Informal Chat
Before each class, instructors encourage children to chat, tell stories, and feel comfortable in the
classroom. This helps them to express themselves, and to practice using their oral language skills. This
sets the tone for all TaRL classes – throughout the class, children speak more than instructors and
actively participate.

Levels: All
Activity format: whole group1
Steps:
1.

2.

3.

Begin by greeting the class and then talk about something relevant to the children (for
example, “On my way to school….”). Speak clearly and carefully, using proper intonation and
pronunciation, and use full sentences. This part of the activity strengthens children’s listening
and language comprehension skills and models the correct way of speaking to a group of
people.
Ask children to think about your story and the way you told it. Guiding questions could
include:
a. What did you think of the story?
b. How did I tell the story? What kind of voice did I use?
c. Who wants to tell a story like me?
Ask children to share similar stories, encouraging as many children as possible to share.

Materials: None.

1

Whole group refers to all the children in a level, taught by one instructor (in some cases, depending on the availability of
instructors, levels are grouped, such as beginner and letter level to form a class)
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2. Picture Reading
Instructors use pictures to spark class discussions. They encourage children to use complete
sentences when talking, and to think creatively when discussing the picture. Instructors are careful to
use pictures showing familiar scenes to help children engage. This activity often takes place at the
beginning of class, to draw children in and, similar to the informal chat activity, to set the tone for the
rest of the class.

Levels: All
Activity format: whole group
Steps:
1.
2.
3.

Hold up a picture and ask children to describe what they see.
Pass the picture to the children, so they can get a closer look.
Once a few children have said something, ask children to use the picture to create a full
spoken sentence.
4. Try to encourage as many children as possible to participate.
The activity can be extended by asking children to create a story using the picture. When introducing
the activity, ask children to come up with a word to describe the picture, particularly for children at
the beginner and letter levels. Once they’re comfortable with this, move on to encouraging them to
use full sentences.

Materials: A picture of a scene familiar to the children.

3. Paragraph reading
Every day, at each level, the whole group practices reading a simple paragraph together. Remember,
regardless of their current learning level, children should have the opportunity to practice reading
simple texts and following along as the text is read. Following along as texts are read helps children to
strengthen their listening skills, to become familiar with the process of reading text, and models proper
reading behaviour (clear and fluent reading with correct intonation and pronunciation).

Levels: All
Activity format: whole group
Steps:
1.
2.
3.

Stick a simple paragraph on the board or wall.
Give each child their own booklet with the same paragraph.
Ask children to listen carefully as you read the paragraph. Ask children not to repeat after you,
but to simply listen and follow along on the board. Read clearly, at a steady pace, and place your
finger under the words as you read to help children follow along.
4. Ask children: “how did I read?”. Start a short discussion, helping them to think about intonation,
timing, punctuation and vocal projection (depending on the class level). This discussion helps
children to recognise the importance of reading aloud.
5. Then, ask a few children to read the paragraph for the class, just as you did.
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6. Give as many children as possible the opportunity to read for the class and encourage a
discussion about reading styles.
7. Encourage children to follow along in their own booklets.
At the beginner, letter, and word level, children begin to understand the process of reading and
discover a joy for daily reading.

Materials: A simple paragraph written on the board or a piece of chart paper; a booklet with
paragraphs for each child (in some contexts, instructors create their own booklets for the class,
writing them in notebooks). Note: it is important that stories are created with context in mind.
Children should be introduced to reading through simple, engaging texts centring on topics that are
familiar and interesting to them.

4. Mind Map
Children learn to plan and organise words and sentences through a fun activity that asks them to
brainstorm and map out their ideas before forming words, paragraphs, or stories. The Mind Map
activity is adjusted for each level. The activity is initially done as a whole group activity, to give children
practice, after which it can be done in small groups, and individually as well.

Levels: Adapted for all
Activity format: whole group, small group, and individual
Steps:
1.

Ask children to brainstorm a few words2. If they need help, prompt them by asking about their
favourite things.
2. As children shout out words, write them on the board. Acknowledge all of their ideas and
allow children to express themselves freely, encouraging full participation. If children get stuck
on one topic (for example: school, textbook, pen, teacher), encourage them to think outside of
the box and come up with a completely different word.
3. Once you have a variety of words written on the board, ask children to pick one. Circle the
word they pick and erase the others.
4. Ask children to identify connecting words (for example, if the circled word is tree, children
might say: green, fruit, garden, etc.), draw lines and write the connecting words around the
chosen word.

2

For children at the word and paragraph levels.
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An example of a Mind Map activity with “cikolo” as the chosen word and “bayi” and “cesu” as
connecting words.
5.

Once a number of words have been written, ask children to come up with sentences using the
circled word and one connecting word. At this stage, children can say the sentences without
writing them. Again, encourage as many children as possible to participate.
6. Split children into smaller groups and ask them to repeat the activity in their groups. Once
they have written their own mind maps, ask them to write sentences in groups. If children
have a good grasp of the activity, they can create their own sentences individually and link
them up to form a short paragraph or story.
7. This activity can be varied for children at the beginner and letter levels, by beginning with
letters and connecting them to vowels to form phonemes. For story-level children, the activity
can be expanded by asking children to brainstorm ideas, phrases, or sentences rather than
words.

Materials: chalk; writing surface (floor or board)

5. Phonetic/Syllabic chart
The phonetic chart helps children to begin to connect the sounds they hear with specific written
letters and combinations of letters. Instructors use the chart for beginner and letter level children,
who need practice recognising sounds, matching them to letters, and combining sounds to form
words. Children have their own small versions of the chart, which they can take home to practice
forming words. The class reads the chart for a few minutes every day. This daily exposure to the
phonetic chart in a low-pressure environment helps children to tease apart the different sounds
within words and to begin to recognise the written shapes representing them.

Levels: beginner and letter
Activity format: whole group, small group, and individual
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Steps:
1.

Try to begin by connecting the chart to something the children already know: for example, ask
children for their favourite word. Encourage them to pay attention to the sounds in the word.
If children choose the word “dog,” ask them to think carefully about the sounds: “d” “o” and “g.”
Then, find these sounds on the chart. This helps children to connect familiar words to the less
familiar symbols on the chart.
2. Begin by asking children to listen and watch you carefully. Read the phonemes on the chart.
3. Ask children to read the sounds as you point and identify the phonemes in their own chart.
Begin by going from left to right (for example, if reading in English). Make sure to place your
finger under each sound as you read. Then, vary the order, reading from right to left,
horizontally, vertically, and at random. Asking children to identify phonemes out of order
makes sure that they’re actually remembering which written phonemes represent which
sound, rather than remembering a sequence of sounds.
4. After demonstrating this a few times, ask children to volunteer to read the chart for the class
in a similar way.
5. This activity flows nicely into other phonetics activities – children can begin to find their
classmates’ names, their favourite foods, and to see how the words they know match up to the
written symbols on the chart. They can also practice reading the chart in their small groups or
individually.
6. Instructors can choose to focus on different parts of the chart on different days.

Materials: A large phoneme chart (sometimes called a syllabic chart; in some places, TaRL
instructors use chart paper to create their own chart based on a smaller printed copy they receive at
training), small copies of the phoneme chart for each child.

6. Copy Writing
At earlier stages, children need extensive practice holding the writing instrument and forming letters.
Through copying out printed sentences and checking each other’s work, children begin to recognise
correctly formed letters and words, as well as appropriate spacing and punctuation for sentences.

Levels: beginner and letter
Activity format: individual
Steps:
1.

There are many ways for children to practice their writing. At the beginner and letter levels,
children need a great deal of practice holding the chalk or pen and forming the letters.
2. Have a paragraph written on the board and begin by reading it in a whole group setting.
3. Ask children to copy the paragraph into their own notebooks.
4. Get children to swap notebooks with a classmate and check their classmates’ work for errors.

Materials: chalk, writing surface (board or floor), pens or pencils, and notebooks

TaRL Reading Activities | tarl.info

5

7. Kambeba Game (Basket game)
The Basket Game (known as the Kambeba Game in some Zambian classrooms) is a fun way to
reinforce children’s letter and phoneme recognition at the beginner and letter levels.

Levels: beginner and letter
Activity format: whole group
Steps:
1.
2.

Children sit or stand in a circle.
Show children the basket (or any other container) of letters/phonemes/syllables and explain
the game: “We’re going to sing a song and pass the basket around. Whoever is holding the
basket when the song stops should pick a card at random, read it to the class, and show the
letter to their classmates.”
3. Begin singing the song and passing the basket around.
4. Suddenly stop singing. When the song stops, the child picks a card at random, reads it out to
the class, and comes up with a word containing the phoneme.
5. When introducing the game, begin with asking children to read the card. Once children
understand the game and feel confident, extend the game by including word creation tasks:
ask children to use the chosen card to either say or write out a word with the help of the
phonetics chart. The game can also be extended to writing activities in small groups.

Materials: A basket, bag, or other container; phonetics chart

8. Word-Building Games
This activity helps children to recognise the individual sounds within familiar words, an important
foundational skill for reading (phonological awareness).

Levels: beginner, letter, word
Activity format: whole group and small group
Steps:
1.
2.
3.

Divide the class into two groups.
Ask the first group of children to think of a word. Write their chosen word on the board.
Ask the second group to think of a word that begins with the ending letter or sound of the first
word. Write this on the board underneath the first word.
4. Repeat this process, until there is a list of words on the board.
This activity can be done with the ending or beginning sounds of the word. It can be done as a whole
group or in small groups. Note: there are a number of games involving word and sentence-building.
To help children recognise and manipulate vowel sounds, instructors might introduce a similar
rhyming game, asking children to come up with words that rhyme. Beginner and letter level children
use homemade flash cards to form their own words in small groups. Word and paragraph level
children are prompted to create their own sentences using given words.
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Materials: Chalk and writing surface (board or floor)

9. Title Games
Levels: story
Activity format: whole group
Children at the story level, who can already read fluently, can begin to strengthen their
comprehension skills. In these TaRL activities, children practice drawing conclusions and making
inferences.

Steps:
1.

Write a story title on the board, but not the whole story. Make sure to use a story the children
haven’t read before.
2. Read the title clearly, and then ask the children to read the title.
3. Ask the class what they think the story might be about. Encourage them to be creative and to
base their guesses on the title.
4. This activity can be extended in a number of ways. You could go on to introduce the whole
story and have the class discuss whether their guesses were close to the actual story.
Alternatively, ask children to come up with their own stories using the title, either as a whole
group, in small groups, or individually.

Materials: chalk and writing surface (board or floor)

10. Story Writing Activities
At the word, paragraph and story levels, children begin to write their own stories. They might begin
simply by writing short sentences or paragraphs, and progress to essays. Children practice writing
stories as a whole group, take turns to write sentences in small groups, or practice individually. At the
paragraph and story levels, children regularly practice writing on their own. Instructors might provide
a topic or title or ask children to think of their own topics. Learners often read and discuss their stories,
considering whether the story makes sense, and whether sentences are grammatical correct.
Instructors provide one-on-one attention to learners during individual writing activities, helping them
with grammar, punctuation, and spelling, and encouraging their creativity.

Levels: word, paragraph, story
Activity format: whole group, small group, individual
The activity described here is often referred to by Pratham as “Go Ahead”. It helps to create excitement
about story writing and shows children that their own creativity and imagination is important.
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Steps:
1.
2.
3.

Divide the class into groups and ask each group to appoint a leader.
Ask each group leader to create a sentence and write it on the floor to begin the story.
Remind children of these important points for story-writing before they begin:
a. Make sure all the sentences connect to create a story that makes sense.
b. The last few sentences should provide a clear end to the story.
c. Make sure the whole story is in the same tense (if the first sentence is in past tense, make
sure the story is consistently in past tense)
4. After the group leader has created a sentence, ask children to take turns going around the
group to write sentences. Every child should get a turn, until a full story is written out.
5. Once each group has written their story, ask the group leader to read the story for the whole
group.
6. Give children a chance to discuss the story in their groups: does the story make sense? Does it
flow nicely? Does it have an ending? What else could be added?
7. Throughout the activity, encourage children to use their imaginations and express themselves
freely.

Materials: Chalk, writing surface (floor or other surface), notebooks, pens or pencils

11. Reading Comprehension Activities
At the paragraph and story levels, instructors aim to strengthen children’s reading comprehension.
An important part of TaRL comprehension activities is discussion. Children are encouraged to engage
actively with texts through discussion, and often come up with questions about the text for their
classmates to answer. As a whole group, children learn by listening to the facilitator and their
classmates discussing stories and share their own thoughts with the class. In small groups, children
help each other to grapple with more challenging questions based on stories. Working together
helps children who might struggle to answer the questions by themselves and gives children the
opportunity to practice with the help of their classmates. Individual activities strengthen children’s
skills, making sure that they have grasped the concepts. When children do individual activities,
facilitators move around the room to praise children’s successes and spot which children might need
more help.

Levels: paragraph and story
Activity format: whole group, small group, individual
Steps:
1.
2.
3.

When the whole group reads a story together, begin by asking children to listen carefully as
you read. Read the story in a clear voice, being careful to use proper intonation and
pronunciation, and to place your finger under the words as you read.
Then, ask a few children to read the story to the whole group, reminding them to read clearly,
with proper intonation and pronunciation.
After reading the story together, children can get into their small groups. There are a number
of small group activities that children can do based on a given story:
a. Mind mapping the story – help children to recall facts and events in the story, and to
properly summarise the story in their own words.
b. Question competition – each group comes up with a question about the story and the
other groups have to answer. Ask children to come up with questions about facts in
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the story; questions that require inferring the meaning of difficult words; finding
synonyms or antonyms for particular words, etc.
4. To give children individual practice, ask them to answer a series of comprehension and
inference questions based on the story.

Materials: a story; chalk; writing surface (floor or board); notebooks; pens or pencils

Creating new Teaching at the Right Level activities or games:
When TaRL implementers decide to create new level-appropriate games or activities, they consider
the core Teaching at the Right Level principles, as well as the specific reading and mathematics skills
they wish to address. When they try out these new games or activities, they reflect on the practical
aspects (classroom space, time, whether each child is able to participate), and observe whether the
game or activity helps children to grasp key concepts.
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